
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS  
 
 

Comments received for CHA Draft Report (July 6, 2009, CHA Project No. 
20085.1000.1510) for the Assessment of Dam Safety of Coal Combustion Surface 
Impoundments Georgia Power Company – Plant Bowen, Cartersville, GA.  
Comments include; 

 
• EPA comments received on July 13, 2009; 
• Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division 

received on August 12, 2009; and 
• Georgia Power Company comments received on September 4, 2009. 
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Everleth, Jennifer

From: Harris IV, Warren
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2009 1:10 PM
To: Everleth, Jennifer; Adnams, Katy; Hargraves, Malcolm
Subject: FW: EPA's comments on CHA's Draft Assessment Report for: Georgia Power Company - 

Plant Bowen

-----Original Message-----
From: Killeen, Deborah A [mailto:deborah.a.killeen@lmco.com]
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2009 12:47 PM
To: Harris IV, Warren
Cc: Miller, Dennis A; Hoffman.Stephen@epamail.epa.gov
Subject: FW: EPA's comments on CHA's Draft Assessment Report for: Georgia Power Company - 
Plant Bowen

Warren,

Here are EPA's comments on CHA's Draft Assessment Report for: Georgia Power Company - 
Plant Bowen:

1) Figure 7 is unreadable.

2) Hazard potential is listed as "Significant" on EPA checklist, but marked as "Low" on 
EPA inspection form.

Deborah A Killeen
Quality Assurance Officer
Lockheed Martin/REAC
732-321-4245 (office)
609-865-9308 (cell)
732-494-4021 (fax)
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Everleth, Jennifer

From: Killeen, Deborah A [deborah.a.killeen@lmco.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2009 4:43 PM
To: Harris IV, Warren
Cc: Hoffman.Stephen@epamail.epa.gov; Kohler.James@epamail.epa.gov; Miller, Dennis A
Subject: RE: State Comments on the Georgia Power Company - Plant Bowen Draft Report

Warren,

Please find the State's comments on the draft final report for Georgia Power Plant, Bowen,
GA.

Deborah A Killeen
Quality Assurance Officer
Lockheed Martin/REAC
732-321-4245 (office)
609-865-9308 (cell)
732-494-4021 (fax)

-----Original Message-----
From: Kohler.James@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Kohler.James@epamail.epa.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2009 4:37 PM
To: Miller, Dennis A; Killeen, Deborah A
Cc: Hoffman.Stephen@epamail.epa.gov
Subject: State Comments on the Georgia Power Company - Plant Bowen Draft Report

Dennis and Deb:

Attached are the state's comments on the Georgia Power Company - Plant Bowen Draft Report 
(CHA).

We have reviewed the comments and believe they are limited to factual/editorial issues. 
They should be verified and incorporated accordingly.

This comment was not as straightforward:

"...under Section 1.4, it is stated that there have been identified dam safety issues at 
Plant Bowen.  We disagree that the issues were related to dam safety.  They were issues 
that indirectly involved the dike, but were not caused by improper operation or failure of
the dike."

Please review to determine if the clarification requested is necessary.
Should you disagree or choose not to address/incorporate into the report, please draft a 
response that explains why.

Also: remember not to finalize any reports until we inform you that all comments (from 
EPA/state/company) have been received.

If you have any questions or concerns with these directions please feel free to call me or
Steve. Thanks!

Jim

*************************************************************
Jim Kohler, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
LT, U.S. Public Health Service
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery
Phone: 703-347-8953
Fax: 703-308-8433
*************************************************************

----- Forwarded by James Kohler/DC/USEPA/US on 08/12/2009 04:16 PM -----
|------------>
| From:      |
|------------>
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
  |"Carey Anderson" <Carey.Anderson@dnr.state.ga.us>
|
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
|------------>
| To:        |
|------------>
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
  |"Tom Woosley" <Tom.Woosley@dnr.state.ga.us>, James Kohler/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
|
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
|------------>
| Cc:        |
|------------>
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
  |Craig Dufficy/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Stephen Hoffman/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
|
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
|------------>
| Date:      |
|------------>
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
  |08/12/2009 04:01 PM
|
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
|------------>
| Subject:   |
|------------>
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
  |Re: Request for Review: Georgia Power Company - Plant Bowen
|
 
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------|
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Jim:

Tom Woosley and I read the report, mainly looking at the portions that mention EPD.  One 
thing we noticed is that it is misleading which program in EPD has regulatory authority to
have issued the consent orders in 2002 and 2008.  The dike itself is not regulated by EPD 
(Safe Dams Program) because it is not high hazard; therefore, we have no enforcement 
authority with respect to the dike.  However, discharges from the pond are regulated by 
EPD, and the facility has an NPDES permit which is briefly discussed in section 1.2.  In 
general, we think it should be made a little clearer that the consent orders were issued 
for violation of the NPDES permit and were not related to the Safe Dams Program.

We propose the following revision (or something similar) to section 1.2, including 
switching the first two paragraphs that might make this a little clearer:

"Discharges from the Plant Bowen ash impoundment are under the jurisdiction of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources Environmental Protection Division (EPD).  EPD issued 
Permit No.
GA0001449 to the Georgia Power Company authorizing discharge... (to end of paragraph).

The dike surrounding the ash impoundment is not under the jurisdiction of EPD.  According 
to the National Inventory of Dams (NID), the Georgia State ID No. for the dike is 
008-031-04136.  According to the EPD Safe Dams Program, the dike has been classified as a 
"Category II" dam, meaning improper operation or dam failure would not be expected to 
result in probable loss of human life.  Category II dams do not require a permit under 
Georgia dam safety regulations, thereby leaving the design, operation and maintenance 
standards up to the owner's discretion for best management practices.  According to Safe 
Dams Program personnel, as a Category II dam, the dike is not held to any state recognized
dam design standards.  However, the flood plain below the dike is reinventoried by the 
Safe Dams Program at least once every 5 years to check for changed conditions to assure 
the dike is properly classified.  If changed conditions warrant a reclassification to 
Category I, meaning improper operation or dam failure would be expected to result in 
probable loss of human life, the dike itself would require a State permit and design and 
operation standards would be imposed."

The only other comments we have are that under Section 1.4, it is stated that there have 
been identified dam safety issues at Plant Bowen.  We disagree that the issues were 
related to dam safety.  They were issues that indirectly involved the dike, but were not 
caused by improper operation or failure of the dike.  And, under Section 3.2, last 
sentence, under our regulations, we use the term probable maximum precipitation (PMP) 
instead of PMF.

I hope these are the type of comments you were looking for.  Let us know if you have any 
questions,

Carey

Carey Anderson, E.I.T.
Environmental Engineer III
GA DNR/EPD
Safe Dams Program
4244 International Pkwy, Suite 110
Atlanta, GA   30354
404/362-2678
>>> <Kohler.James@epamail.epa.gov> 08/04/09 3:49 PM >>>

Dear All:

On May 26-27, 2009, USEPA conducted a site assessment of coal combustion waste management 
units at the Georgia Power Company - Plant Bowen. Carey Anderson was the state 
representative present during the assessment.
Please paste the link below in your browser to download a copy of the draft report 
prepared by EPA's engineering contractor. I am requesting that you review and comment on 
this draft report. I would appreciate it if you would send me your comments no later than 
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10 days from the receipt of this email (August 18, 2009). This draft report has also been 
sent to the facility. After EPA receives all comments, a final report will be prepared and
released to the public.

If you have any questions about this effort, please call me
(703-347-8953) or Steve Hoffman (703-308-8413). Please acknowledge receipt of this email. 
Be aware this is not a public document and should be handled accordingly. Thank you!

Jim

*************************************************************
Jim Kohler, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
LT, U.S. Public Health Service
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery
Phone: 703-347-8953
Fax: 703-308-8433
*************************************************************
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